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1 Introduction 
 

1.1 This document updates the previous Cultural Investment Plan (CIP) that was published in 

February 2010. This is a streamlined version of that document and concentrates on the 

cultural infrastructure, for example provision of arts, entertainment, museums and 

libraries, required to support development in North Northamptonshire identified in the 

emerging Joint Core Strategy (JCS) review. The majority of the contextual information and 

the aspirations contained within the 2010 plan still remain valid and should be read in 

conjunction to this document. This document focusses on the physical infrastructure and 

programmes that will help to deliver a sustainable place through the Joint Core Strategy. 

 

1.2 This update has been prepared with input from the local authorities, County Council and 

arts officers working in the area. It has not itself been adopted as the policy of the local 

authorities or of the North Northamptonshire Joint Committee but forms part of the 

evidence base for policies and proposals in Local and Neighbourhood Plans and their 

supporting Infrastructure Delivery Plans. 

 

2 Background 
 

2.1 Social and cultural well-being is a key social role of the planning system and as such the 

National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) includes cultural facilities within the core 

planning principles ‘Planning should deliver sufficient cultural facilities to meet local 

needs’. There should be positive policies for the provision of cultural buildings and other 

local services to enhance the sustainability of communities (NPPF paragraph 70). In 

addition, heritage assets and the wider historic environment can bring cultural benefits. 

The NPPF is clear that strategic policies in local plans should include the delivery of cultural 

infrastructure (NPPF paragraph 156). 

 

2.2 The emerging JCS (2012) set out growth targets for the area which amounts to 40,500 

new homes to be built from 2011 to 2031 based on projections prepared for the JPU by 

Edge Analytics Ltd. The proposed level of housing in each district has subsequently been 

adjusted in the Pre-Submission JCS, and the population projections (prepared by the 

Cambridge Centre for Housing and Planning Research) have changed to reflect this and 

also the latest ONS mid-year estimates. The changes are shown in Table 1 below. They are 

not considered to have a material impact upon the analysis and conclusions set out in this 

update report.  

 

2.3 Of these 18,939 have been built, and a further 11,516 are expected to be delivered in the 

next five years and have planning permission, including Sustainable Urban Extensions at 

North East Corby, Wellingborough East, North Wellingborough and Kettering East. The JCS 

review identifies additional SUEs at Corby West and Rushden East. There will be smaller 

sites throughout the main urban area. 

 

 

 



4 

North Northamptonshire Cultural Investment Framework Update 2014 

 Housing target 

2011-31 

Emerging JCS 2012 

Population 

growth 2011-31 

(Edge Analytics 

2012) 

Housing target 

2011-31 

Pre-

Submission  JCS 

2014 

Population 

growth 2011-31 

(CCHPR 2013) 

Corby 14,200 32007 14,200 33610 

East Northants 7,900 11252 8,400 13633 

Kettering 10,700 18470 10,400 18863 

Wellingborough 7,700 11053 7,000 11925 

North Northants 40,500 72782 40,000 78031 

Table 1: Emerging and Pre-submission Housing Target and Population Projections 

 

2.4 The cultural offer within North Northamptonshire was previously assessed through a 

SWOT analysis. This has been updated to take account of recent delivery of facilities 

alongside the much reduced availability of funding. 

 

 

Main Strengths Main Weaknesses 

• Distinctive places with strong cultural 

identities that mix rural and urban 

characteristics to provide an offer which 

cultural infrastructure can be developed and 

connected 

• A small collection of arts and cultural venues 

with sub-regional and national reputations 

• New facilities provided at the Corby Cube 

• Councils recognising the importance of 

design in the built environment in delivery, 

polices and plans 

• Very strong heritage offer in public and 

private sector 

• Strong local interest in heritage with many 

local groups 

• History of leather and shoe making, 

extensive knowledge of this through local 

museums 

• Nationally recognised parks, forests and 

gardens - green infrastructure as a cultural 

asset 

 

• Culture is not mainstreamed and embedded 

across local authorities and between 

departments as a core tool for successful 

and sustainable growth 

• Culture is not widely recognised and fully 

understood as a core ingredient for effective 

place-making, it can be seen by some as nice 

to have rather than essential 

• The full diversity of the cultural asset base - 

the buildings, organisation and people - is 

far from delivering to potential 

• Under developed connections within the 

cultural sector in North Northamptonshire 

and beyond 

• Limited cross advertising between media 

and venues 

Main Opportunities Main Threats 

• Town centre development and public realm 

improvements  

• Libraries to be used as hub locations to 

advertise cultural events 

• A festivals programme that can be better 

connected and programmed as a unified 

offer 

• Good national and international 

connections 

• The continued inter-local authority 

competition, which blocks coordination of a 

collective offer 

• Further recession which reduces economic 

vibrancy and weakens leverage potential 

from developers 

• A disconnect between cultural 

development, creative industries support, 

and agendas in tourism and inward 

investment 
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• An integrated approach to sport and green 

cultural infrastructure through place making 

design 

• A consistent approach when working with 

developers and an innovative approach that 

levers investment for culture 

• The North Northamptonshire Urban 

Structures Study (USS) provides analysis of 

the North Northamptonshire ‘Place’ and 

identifies assets and how best to enhance 

these to improve places throughout the 

built, cultural and green environment 

through spatial principles 

• Opportunity to merge groups on the arts 

and creativity to one arts leadership board 

for the County with a focus on audience 

development and delivery 

• Significant competition for funding, both 

externally and internally of the local 

authorities 

• No arts development officers in the 4 local 

authorities 

• Barriers to engagement with the general 

public on awareness of what events are 

taking place 

• Limited and sporadic approach to audience 

development, no cohesive plan to audience 

development and promotional activity 

across the County 

 

Table 2: SWOT analysis of the North Northamptonshire Cultural Offer - updated from the Cultural Investment Plan 2010. 

 

2.4 The SWOT analysis in table 2 demonstrates the key weaknesses and threats that the 

cultural aspects of North Northamptonshire face. A theme running through these is the 

limited focus given to audience development throughout the area. Previous funding 

and programmes have helped to improve and enhance the physical cultural 

infrastructure, through the completion of Corby Cube, the heritage centres and 

museums throughout the area, the theatre improvements. Now the focus will need to 

ensure that the audiences for these venues are there and they are aware of the wide 

range of facilities that they can reach. 

 

2.5 The opportunities and strengths will need to be built on to ensure they have the desired 

outcome, however without the audiences to support the cultural facilities there will 

continue to be difficulties with programmes. 

 

2.6 Communities and people should be able to make informed choices about where and 

how to participate and experience culture including engaging with arts beyond the 

North Northamptonshire boundary. Communities are unique and diverse and 

consequently a range of strategies and offers will need to be provided for, this will 

occur through different organisations and methods utilised. 

 

2.7 The barriers to greater participation and engagement in cultural activities are 

• Financial constraints 

• Lack of appropriate quality product 

• Poor health and or disability 

• Limited public transport especially in the evenings 

• Lack of information about what is available. 

2.8 In order to try and overcome some of these barriers the items of infrastructure set out 

within this Cultural Investment Framework are targeted to specific areas. The libraries 

will be a focal point for information alongside other mechanisms that the venues 

themselves promote. Venues are providing the opportunity for a high quality cultural 

products to be staged; ranging from community hall space to Chester House Farm as a 
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location of archaeology excellence in the county. The town centres all providing 

opportunities for community gatherings and new facilities being developed by these 

communities and providing a different cultural experience and work space, for example 

The Rooftop Gallery, Corby. 

 

2.9 Audience engagement and development will need to evolve as new and different offers 

of cultural experiences are provided. Therefore it is difficult to promote just one type of 

engagement, the main priority is reducing barriers to attending cultural activity.  This 

Cultural Investment Plan reinforces the audience development and the key 

infrastructure facilities will help to achieve this. It will be important for there to be a key 

delivery mechanism to achieve this and it is likely to be through an organisation or 

board with a commitment to deliver and support the cultural facilities within North 

Northamptonshire and the County in a co-ordinated way. 

 

3 Previous and updated Cultural Investment Framework 
 

3.1 The previous Cultural Investment Plan for North Northamptonshire included a set of 

proposed investment opportunities and ways forward for culture in North 

Northamptonshire. Many of the items included can be seen as policy direction and 

aspiration rather than specific pieces of infrastructure. This document rationalises the 

project list and separates the original list into 4 categories: 

1. Policy led investment 

2. Specific indentified infrastructure 

3. Removed items 

4. Delivered items 

 

Policy led investment 
 

3.2 The items identified in table 3 could be included in policy documents either at the Joint 

Core Strategy level or at local site specific plan level at each of the local authorities. This 

is not intended to demerit the previous inclusion, but rather to redirect the items to 

locations where they can be most appropriately taken forward and incorporated within 

other documents to secure delivery of these proposals. 

 

Table 3: Cultural Policy Inclusion   

Proposed policy 

led investment 

Link to growth 

agenda/cultural 

principles 

Potential policy documents for inclusion 

and delivery 

Gateway Design High profile quality 

public realm projects 

located at Gateway 

sites across North 

Northants eg, train 

stations, major 

interchanges, 

entrances to the town 

and town centres. 

 

Place shaping design policies can include 

this aspect. 

 

• Joint Core Strategy 

• Area Action Plans 

• Local policy documents eg site 

specific development plan 

documents 

• Design SPD 
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• Specific planning applications 

either proactively or informed 

through policy  

• Neighbourhood Plans 

 

Town centre 

public realm  

High quality town 

centre public realm 

projects that link 

together existing assets 

and provide a platform 

for cultural 

programming. 

 

Regeneration, place making policies 

could include this aspect. 

 

• Joint Core Strategy 

• Area Action Plans 

• Local planning policy documents 

• Specific planning applications 

 

Specific infrastructure projects may be 

identified from the action or masterplans 

for the town centres and be included in 

the Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 

 

Site specific public 

realm strategies 

Large scale 

development sites 

need to deliver legible 

and readable design 

through the use of 

bespoke designed 

useable infrastructure 

which reinforces the 

sites character eg bike 

racks, benches, grates. 

This will be required through a place 

making policy requirement and set out 

through the planning application process 

with the delivery included in a public 

realm strategy that is approved by the 

local authority.  

• Joint Core Strategy 

• Area Action Plans 

• Local planning policy documents 

• Specific planning applications 

• Masterplans/development 

principles 

 

North Northants 

Greenway Art 

Programme 

A focus on an art trails 

through North 

Northamptonshire 

along green 

infrastructure routes. 

First location to be the 

Greenway in the 

Rushden area. Further 

development in the 

other towns to improve 

green links with art as a 

feature.  

 

Provision of community assets and place 

shaping policies could include this 

aspect. 

 

• Joint Core Strategy place shaping 

policies 

• Local Council strategy and 

planning policy documents 

• Neighbourhood Plans 

 

Specific projects that are identified 

would be included in the Infrastructure 

Delivery Plan. 

 

Creative space 

programme to 

develop and 

The Corby Enterprise 

Centre has been 

completed and open 

Further sites could be identified in 

planning policy and policy hooks within 

the employment, community assets or 
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consolidate a mix 

of workspace 

opportunities 

across the 

creative economy 

for small and new start 

businesses to locate. 

 

The Rooftop Gallery 

and workspace has 9 

workshops for artists. 

 

tourism sections could be included in 

documents. 

 

• Joint Core Strategy 

• Local planning policy documents 

• Specific planning applications 

either proactively or informed 

through policy  

 

Community led groups can bring forward 

schemes with support from Creative 

Northants. 

Creative Value - a 

programme that 

links creative 

businesses to the 

heritage and 

tourism sectors 

and the wider 

economy 

Creative businesses 

provide jobs and can 

add commercial value 

to other firms.  

 

Suggestions within policy documents and 

supporting text along these lines could 

be included within employment sections. 

 

• Joint Core Strategy 

• Local Council strategy and 

planning policy documents 

• Local strategy action plan 

documents 

 

Community led groups and friends of 

groups can facilitate links between the 

different sectors. 

 

Creative learning 

programme that 

mainstreams 

creativity in 

education and 

develops work 

related learning 

opportunities. 

 

To build capacity in the 

creative economy and 

to embed arts and 

cultural learning as a 

key specialism. 

 

 

 

 

The Education authority have piloted 

‘Learn Space’, a redundant building in 

Corby that has been redeveloped within 

the building as a facility to experiment 

with space to deliver best practice in 

learning environments. 

 

The education authority may consider 

promoting this model in other locations 

and to promote creative learning.    Corby My Place Provision of a multi hub 

site of excellence for 

young people for 

learning skills and 

cultural provision. 

Arts and Heritage 

development 

programme 

Opportunity for North 

Northants to be a 

showpiece of England’s 

Heritage. 

This is part marketing and part tourism 

related policy. 
 

• Area Action Plans 

• Local planning policy documents 

• Local Council strategy documents 

• Enterprise Partnerships  

• Neighbourhood Plans 

• Community Groups 
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Specific identified infrastructure 

 
3.3 Table 4 sets out the infrastructure items that are needed to support sustainable growth 

as set out in the emerging Joint Core Strategy. These specific projects have been 

supported through stakeholder engagement. These items will be included in the 

Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP), where a full pro-forma can be completed (see Appendix 

1), to support the JCS in the overall place shaping of the area. Alongside the JCS, the IDP 

will be used by local authority decision makers when deciding planning applications and 

also where to focus resources to support their area as a whole, either through direct or 

indirect funding. The Infrastructure Delivery Plan will be reviewed and monitored and as 

such further projects can be included in the future. 

 

Table 4: Identified Cultural Infrastructure to support North Northamptonshire 

Cultural Infrastructure 

project 

Further details 

Town centre public realm 

Kettering 

Wellingborough 

Corby 

East Northamptonshire 

Documents being led by the local authorities including 

Town Centre Area Action Plans (AAPs) set out key public 

realm improvements. Kettering and Wellingborough 

both have adopted Area Action Plans and Corby has a 

masterplan for its town centre. The various towns in East 

Northamptonshire have masterplans. 

 

Key pieces of infrastructure that have been identified in 

these other documents will be included in the 

Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 

North Northants greenway 

arts programme 

Link to destination River 

Nene work 

This is to create a cycle path network within North 

Northamptonshire. The network around Rushden, 

Higham Ferrers and Irthlingborough has partly been 

delivered. Further phases are planned locally and further 

afield to link through the Nene Valley from 

Wellingborough through to Thrapston and onwards to 

Peterborough. There are various ‘spurs’ of the cycling 

link planned to places of interest including Summer Leys 

Nature Reserve.  

Libraries Improvement and 

Investment Programme 

Libraries are changing their delivery focus and providing 

a wider range of information services and turning to 

more social, cultural and business ‘hubs’. As such several 

of the current buildings need to be refurbished or 

extended to provide these further services. Library 

specific information can be sought from 

Northamptonshire County Council and in the 

Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 

Wellingborough Library - 

New 

The vision is for the new library to remain within the 

town centre. The library will accommodate more 

community and learning based uses with other 

organisations based within the building. 
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Community Hall 

Improvement Programme 

Community halls help with community cohesion and 

provide a space for local activities and are an important 

part in creating sustainable places. Some community 

halls are no longer fit for purpose and would not be able 

to support a growing population. In addition new areas 

of significant growth may require a purpose built facility. 

It is important to recognise that efficiencies though co-

location and shared facilities maybe the most economic 

future for community halls.  

Chester House Farm A sub regional centre of archaeological and cultural 

excellence, a learning and educational resource and 

integrated green infrastructure. Alongside this it will act 

as the Archive storage for the county. 

Adrenaline Alley Over 2013 the facility has trebled in size and has around 

65,000 visits a year. They are still growing and have 

further future plans. 

Audience Development 

Coordination Programme 

A coordinated cultural offer and promoting the North 

Northamptonshire offer regionally and nationally. 

Made in Corby £1m Arts Council funded for 3 years to deliver a 10 year 

vision of diversifying and building audiences and 

ensuring new communities and residents are fully 

engaged in the cultural offer of their immediate and 

wider area. 

Rooftop Gallery and 

Workshops, Corby 

A community led, town centre based gallery in which 

artists have a space to work alongside exhibitions, 

workshops, groups and classes with a meeting place. The 

site has 3 exhibition areas, 9 individual workshops 

alongside a classroom, a children’s area and communal 

workshop space. This is creating a viable space for artists 

to develop their work and exhibit and also give people a 

chance to try new skills. There is a specific Youth Arts 

section. 

 

Removed Items 

 
3.4  Inevitably some projects are no longer priorities for the organisations that originally put 

them forward, due to change in direction, the restriction of funding and resources, or 

competing offers now providing the resource. Those projects that fall into this category 

have been listed in table 5. It is important not to lose these projects entirely, if funding, 

resources or local priorities change then these may be future projects to deliver cultural 

infrastructure. 
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Table 5: Items that have been removed from the original 2010 Cultural Investment 

Plan 

Cultural Infrastructure 

project 

Further details of original 

proposal  

Reason for removal 

Fermynwoods Arts and 

Education resource centre 

 

 

 

 

 

Fermyn Woods 

Contemporary Art Gallery 

An educational resource 

and links to environmental 

sustainability. 

 

 

 

 

A world class visual arts 

centre.  

This project is not 

progressing and there are 

no current aspirations to 

progress this. Other 

ventures are being 

pursued. 

 

This is no longer an 

aspiration that is being 

considered by the gallery 

or partners. 

Deene Park Community 

Media Centre 

A new media and 

technology centre for 

creative industries. 

No partners are aware of 

this project or any 

progression of the 

concept. 

Kettering Discovery Centre Development of a discovery 

centre for creative learning, 

to offer more community 

services at the library. 

This was to be located 

within the library. There is 

no mention about a 

discovery centre within 

the current library or any 

proposal in the forward 

plan to include one. The 

library does now include 

work and business 

support. 

 

Delivered items 

 
3.5 Some key cultural facilities have been delivered and completed since 2010; these are 

listed in table 6.  

 

 
Table 6: Items that have been delivered since the 2010 Cultural Investment Plan 

Project Delivered 

Kettering library and Alfred 

East Art Gallery 

Redevelopment of existing library and gallery facilities to 

address accessibility and toilet requirements.  

 

External works to benefit the Art Gallery has been 

undertaken. 

Burton Latimer Heritage 

Centre 

To provide space to rent to bring in revenue for the 

centre. 

The space is available to rent and is advertised on their 

website. 

Corby Cube New civic hub.  
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The Cube has been completed and operational since 

November 2010 and provides a council one stop shop, 

council chamber, the Core theatre, library and registrar. 

There are units to let within the building to provide a 

cafe. 

The Core at Corby Cube (multi-disciplinary performing 

and participatory arts venue), which comprises a 450 

seat theatre alongside 2 other performance spaces, in 

2012/2013 attracted over 27,000 people, and over 

15,000 that have participated in activities. Alongside this 

nearly 2,500 people subscribe to the e-letter. 

Rothwell Arts and Heritage 

Centre 

The buildings to the rear of the premises are now being 

used by the centre. The patio to the rear is being used by 

an adjacent nursery. 

 

 

 

4 Delivery 

 

Planning system 

4.1 The delivery and funding streams for cultural items has recently been difficult to secure 

due to limited resources with a high level of competition. There has been a focus on 

securing funding from national and local schemes rather than through development 

contributions even though culture and creating sustainable places is set out in the 

NPPF. In the future to secure money from development for cultural items there are two 

main mechanisms that generally can’t be used together. 

 

4.2 Firstly there are development contributions, through a section 106 agreement. There 

would need to be demonstrable evidence that the development proposal meets the 

three legal tests (Community Infrastructure Levy regulation 122):  

 1 – Necessary to make the development acceptable in planning terms 

2 - Directly related to the development 

3 – Fairly and reasonably related in scale and kind to the development 

 

4.3 This can sometimes be difficult to achieve for cultural items, so it is important to 

provide a good level of evidence to demonstrate why new people in the area will create 

a demand on cultural services. The information found in appendix 2 demonstrates some 

of the need, but this will need to be built on for each application to relate to the specific 

development.  

 

4.4 The other mechanism is through the Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL), where a 

council chooses to adopt this. The Council can choose which items it puts onto its 

regulation 123 list, and generally these are the items that would have the potential for 

the CIL money to be spent on.  

 

4.5 If an item is on the CIL regulation 123 list then the council will be unable to secure 

money through a section 106. 
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4.6 Social aspects are a key pillar of sustainable development as set out in the NPPF, 

alongside economic and environmental gains. These are all to be sought jointly and 

simultaneously through the planning system and local authorities will need to consider 

the best mechanism for delivery in their area. 

 

 

Other mechanisms 

4.7 There are many delivery focussed partners operating within North Northamptonshire 

and across the County. However these do not always work in a coordinated way. There 

is a need for a dedicated resource to bring together all aspects of culture and audience 

development across the County in order to deliver what the area can achieve. It is likely 

that there would be significant overlap with tourism and environmental objectives 

bringing together the assets that North Northamptonshire has. 

 

4.8 Other funding mechanisms would need to be explored, both UK lottery and also EU 

funds, by partners. 

 

 

 

Targets 

4.9 The ‘Active People Survey’ (APS) is an annual survey carried out by Sport England and 

asks respondents questions to ascertain the attendance and participation at a variety of 

arts events (museums, galleries, public libraries, creative arts, theatre, craft activities). 

Table 7 below shows the results for the authorities in North Northamptonshire, this 

demonstrates that compared to England there is less attendance or participation in art 

activities in nearly all areas. East Northamptonshire and Kettering demonstrate some 

levels of higher participation, but these are only marginal. 

 

Table 7: Adult (16+) Attendance & Participation in Cultural Activities by activity 

(Percentage)(colours denote if higher or lower than the England response)   

Indicator Corby 
East 

Northamptonshire 
Kettering Wellingborough 

East 

Midlands 
England 

Attended a museum or 

gallery 
33.3 49.4 47.7 44.1 47.2 51.8 

Used a public library 33.2 41.1 45.8 40.6 43.4 45.6 

Attended any creative, 

artistic, theatrical or 

musical events 

37.5 49.9 43.9 45.9 45.4 48.3 

Participated in creative, 

artistic, theatrical or 

musical activities 

22.3 30.7 29.7 28.5 28.2 28.9 

Engaged in the arts 31.5 46.1 41.0 41.2 42.0 44.3 

       

source: Active People Survey, Year 2008/10 (APS3/4) or 2009/10 (APS 4) if LA is sample boosted,  

Measure Adult participation 

http://www.artscouncil.org.uk/what-we-do2/research-and-data/evidencing-our-work/case-the-culture-and-

sport-evidence-programme/local-heritage-and-culture-profiles/  
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4.10 It is considered that with a focus on audience development that residents will become 

more aware of activities taking place within their area and it is hoped that this would 

help to achieve higher percentage of people attending and participating in cultural 

activities. 

 

 

5 Conclusion 
5.1 This investment framework is designed to focus thinking on a set of achievable and 

actionable ways forward for culture in North Northamptonshire. It is not intended to 

cover every area of potential investment, but to provide a route of delivery. The sub 

dividing of the projects and identifying the most appropriate delivery mechanisms for 

these means that culture can be considered across the planning spectrum and by a 

variety of different organisations within the public and private sectors. 
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Appendix 1 
 

Blank form 

Form to support inclusion in the North Northamptonshire Infrastructure Delivery Plan: to 

support the development of the area and provide a deliverable Joint Core Strategy 

 

PROJECT  

Infrastructure Type  

Location  

Can a location map be 

provided? 

 

Why is the infrastructure 

required and the purpose of 

the infrastructure. What is the 

associated development? 

 

Estimated timescale of 

development 

<start> <end> 

Timescale of infrastructure 

requirement (start - end) 

  

Cost of infrastructure £ Date of costing   

Sources of funding Amounts Secured funding 

S106 £ <details> 

Planning application 

reference/s 

S106 agreement 

Reference number(s)/ 

address details 

 <details> 

Continued as 

necessarily 

  

Other   

Remaining funding to be 

sought 

£ 

S106 £  <notes> 

Specific development 

links 

  

CIL £ <notes> 

Other £ <notes> 

Lead organisation  

Any links to associated 

evidence base 

 

Any additional information  

 Name Date 

Completed by   

Contact Details  
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Appendix 2  
Completed proformas 

These forms have been completed for  

• Wellingborough Library  

• Chester House Farm – Archives  

• Rooftop Gallery and Workshops  

 

PROJECT Wellingborough Library  

Infrastructure Type Culture 

Location Pebble Lane, Wellingborough 

Can a location map be 

provided? 

YES 

Why is the infrastructure 

required and the purpose of 

the infrastructure. What is the 

associated development? 

The vision if for the library to remain in Wellingborough’s retail 

hub on the present site but in a new building.  The goal is to 

create a discovery centre / ideas store focusing on Children and 

Families with a joint community use with a range of other 

organisations. 

 

The new library will be linked with all new development coming 

forward in and around Wellingborough town. 

Estimated timescale of 

development 

2008 2026 

Timescale of infrastructure 

requirement (start - end) 

2014 2017 

Cost of infrastructure £7m Date of costing  2013 

Sources of funding Amounts Secured funding 

S106 £4,615.25 held 

Planning application 

reference/s 

S106 agreement 

Reference number(s)/ 

address details 

WP/2010/0372/FM 

WP/2011/0354/FM 

£1,206.25 

£3,409 

Continued as 

necessarily 

  

Other £ <details> 

Remaining funding to be 

sought 

£ 

S106 £ <notes> 

Specific development 

links 

  

CIL £6,995,385 <notes> 

Other £ <notes> 

Lead organisation  

Any links to associated 

evidence base 

Northamptonshire County Councils Library Review and Strategy. 

April 2012 to March 2015. 

Any additional information  

 Name Date 

Completed by   

Contact Details  
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PROJECT Archaeological Resource Centre  (ARC) 

Infrastructure Type Culture 

Location Higham Road, Irchester, Wellingborough, NN29 7EZ 

Can a location map be 

provided? 

YES 

Why is the infrastructure 

required and the purpose of 

the infrastructure. What is the 

associated development? 

The ARC will provide a resource centre for the preservation and 

making publicly accessible of Northamptonshire’s archaeological 

archives. There is currently no place within the county for the 

deposition of archaeological material that is generated through 

the planning system, usually as the result of development. This 

is a serious gap in adherence to national planning policy 

requirements. 

There is a building at Chester Farm that would be ideally suited 

to becoming the ARC. There is a synergy to locating such a 

centre on a heritage site. Chester Farm is also centrally located 

in the county. The momentum around the wider Chester Farm 

project will ensure this priority is addressed before it become a 

crisis for the county. 

 

Estimated timescale of 

development 

2013 2018 

Timescale of infrastructure 

requirement (start - end) 

2015 2018 

Cost of infrastructure £ 812,687 Date of costing  April 2013 

Sources of funding Amounts Secured funding 

S106 £150,000 Current held by BCW. 

Planning application 

reference/s 

S106 agreement 

Reference number(s)/ 

address details 

 <details> 

Continued as 

necessarily 

  

Other £422,597 Heritage Lottery fund, part of 

larger bid which is contributing 

52% of cost. Confirmation of 

funding July 2013 

Remaining funding to be 

sought 

£ 

S106 £ <notes> 

Specific development 

links 

  

CIL £203,172 Contribution of 25%  

Other £ <notes> 

Lead organisation Northamptonshire County Council 

Any links to associated 

evidence base 

 

Any additional information Northamptonshire Archaeological Resource Centre Report 

 Name Date 

Completed by Jennifer Sherrey 24 April 2013 

Contact Details jsherrey@northamptonshire.gov.uk 
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PROJECT Rooftop Gallery and Workshops 

Infrastructure Type Culture 

Location Corby  

Can a location map be provided? Yes 

Why is the infrastructure 

required and the purpose of the 

infrastructure. What is the 

associated development? 

To provide affordable studio space for Artists and a Gallery for the 

town and cultural opportunities for the expanding population. An easy 

to access cultural experience and opportunity for a wider audience 

engagement in Corby. 

Estimated timescale of 

development 

2011 2031 

Timescale of infrastructure 

requirement (start - end) 

2012-2015 current business 

plan 

10 year future planning 

Cost of infrastructure £ Date of costing   

Sources of funding Amounts Secured funding 

S106 £ <details> 

Planning application 

reference/s 

S106 agreement 

Reference number(s)/ 

address details 

 <details> 

Continued as necessarily   

Other  Current year : 

  

Rates £,2649.25 

Staff costs £3,224  

Running costs £4326.75 

 

 

 

£50,000 paid by NCC 

£7,948 paid by CBC 

£46,776 equivalent in-kind volunteer 

support 

 

Income currently from studio and 

Gallery hire 

Remaining funding to be sought  

S106 £  <notes> 

Specific development 

links 

  

CIL £ <notes> 

Other For future years 

£46,776 Staff Costs 

Potential other rental and 

rates costs if secured funding 

is removed - £60,000 

Total £106,776 

<notes> 

Lead organisation Corby Artists' Network 

Any links to associated evidence 

base 

Rooftop Gallery  and Workshops Facebook page and website 

Any additional information A further business plan is being written for mid 2014 to take the 

Gallery on for the next 3 years which will include full costings. 

 

About the Rooftop Gallery and Workshops, Corby 

A community led, town centre based gallery in which artists have a 

space to work alongside exhibitions, workshops, groups and classes 

with a meeting place. The site has 3 exhibition areas, 9 individual 

workshops alongside a classroom, a children's area and communal 

workshop space. This is creating a viable space for artists to develop 
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their work and exhibit and also give people a chance to try new skills. 

There is a specific Youth Arts section. 

 

We are about to embark on year 3 of our initial plan which is 

community involvement. 

 

To organize 4 collective exhibitions a year - Art 4 All - general access, 

Corby Open - annual selected show with prize, Photographic month 

involving local and regional groups, Resident Artists shared show. 

 

To host other exhibitions responding to proposals but also networking 

with other Galleries and Arts Organisations to bring work to Corby 

from elsewhere 

 

To keep the studio spaces at full capacity and support the resident 

Artists to each deliver 3 public engagement activities per year. 

 

To maintain and develop our group activities and workshop 

programme involving the wider community and enable pop up 

displays responding to the changing community. 

 

To be a venue for related Arts activities and community events. 

 

To maintain our organisational development developing best practice 

for our volunteers and trustees. 

 

To develop a working relationship with the new children services 

team due to move in at the end of April/May 

 

To redesign the space to replace that lost to children services. 

 

Funding 

Currently self funded. Costs are met through studio rentals, Gallery 

Hire and events plus commissions from sales of work 

As a charity we receive 75% rate relief from CBC and the rent is paid 

by NCC to Helical Barr with whom they have an existing 11 yr lease 

 

We are currently investigating the possibility of creating jobs and are 

preparing a business plan for 2015 -2018 

 Name Date 

Completed by • Paula Boulton 04.03.14 

Contact Details  

 


